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Learning objectives 

● Learn about the Humanitarian Data 

Exchange and where to find and 

share baseline data on the platform.

● Identify the different types of CODs 

and why they are important in 

humanitarian response.
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The Humanitarian Data Exchange

OCHA’s open platform for 

sharing data.

The goal of the the Humanitarian Data 

Exchange is to make humanitarian 

data easy to find and use for analysis.

HDX launched in 2014, 2024 will be 

the 10th anniversary of HDX.
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HDX in Numbers

1.5m
USERS 
IN 2022

20k+
DATASETS 
SHARED

230+
ACTIVE 
ORGS

1.8m
DOWNLOADS 

IN 2022



Sample of Orgs Sharing Data on HDX



Humanitarian Data Categories
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1. 2. 3.

Situational data

Data about people 

affected and their needs

(HNO data)

Response data

Data about the 

humanitarian response

(4W data)

Baseline data

Data about the context 

of the crisis 

(admin boundaries)

We welcome any type of data on HDX 

that can support humanitarian response operations.



Common Operational Datasets 
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What makes the CODs different from the other humanitarian data?

• A standard requirement in all disaster-prone countries as a core preparedness measure;

• Authoritative reference datasets needed to support operations and decision-making for all actors 

in a humanitarian response;

• ‘Best available' datasets that ensure consistency and simplify the management of key data;

• Accepted by humanitarian community based in the country, and ideally, accepted by the 

government;

• Managed and maintained by OCHA and UNFPA, in collaboration with government and 

humanitarian community.



Common Operational Datasets 
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Types of CODs: 
Core CODs



Common Operational Datasets 
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Core CODs: 
Administrative 
Boundaries (AB)



Common Operational Datasets 
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Core CODs: 
Population Statistics (PS)

Population figures are connected to the admin boundaries and are broken down by 
gender and age.



Common Operational Datasets 
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Types of CODs: COD Country Specific (CS)



Different Ways to Share Data on HDX

There are three ways to share data 
on HDX based on the type of data 
and its level of sensitivity. 

Public Data: Anyone can access 
data.

Private Data: Only members of an 
organization can see the 
organization's private data.

HDX Connect: Metadata is visible, 
but only approved requests can 
access full dataset.



Thank you!
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For any questions or comments, please reach out at
burkea@un.org
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