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Anticipatory action



Anticipatory cash: Setting the scene

The case for anticipatory cash

Increasingly being considered by humanitarian actors due to a range of emerging benefits:

• Protects lives

• Safeguards assets

• Protects livelihoods

• Supports meeting basic needs 

• Mitigates longer-term negative impacts and negative coping behaviours

• Increases agency and adaption capacity

• Strengthens the humanitarian-development-peace nexus



About the research

Research questions:

▪ What forms of assistance were provided as part of anticipatory action for the 
2022 floods, to whom, and on what basis/trigger?

▪ To what extent was cash assistance provided as part of this anticipatory action? If 
cash assistance was not provided, why not? What barriers existed to providing 
anticipatory cash to at-risk communities and what lessons can be drawn from 
this?

▪ For research questions 1 & 2, to what extent did women benefit from this 
anticipatory action, including from cash assistance? What barriers existed to 
providing anticipatory cash to women, and what lessons can be drawn from this?



Study approach



Pakistan floods 2022
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