





European Humanitarian Forum 2024

The Third Edition of the European Humanitarian Forum (EHF24) will take place in the context of sharply increasing global humanitarian needs, at a time of shrinking humanitarian space, increased and protracted conflict, politicisation of aid, and increasing vulnerabilities due to climate change.
Humanitarian needs have reached unprecedented levels, with more than 350 million people around the world in need of lifesaving humanitarian assistance. This is at least 20% more than in 2022, and 40 % more than in 2021. Over 100 million people have been forcibly displaced and 43 million people in 51 countries are on the brink of starvation.
The 2024 edition of the Forum aims to showcase a cross-sectoral approach to challenges faced by the humanitarian community. The event will tackle several topics under the following two themes: “Funding gap and prioritisation” and “Forgotten crises and fragile environments”. 
 The third edition of the EHF will take place on 18 – 19 March 2024 in Brussels. The European Commission will be co-hosting this event together with Belgium, holding the Presidency of the Council of the EU in the first half of 2024.

Humanitarian Talks
Objective/concept
	Building on the EHF 2023 experience, Humanitarian Talks will continue to provide a space for discussion running in parallel with the EHF panels. The Talks will be led by a diversity of stakeholders, offering an opportunity for focused exchanges on concrete deliverables and more specific humanitarian issues and crises that will not be tackled as part of the main EHF programme.
Humanitarian Talks will complement the programme with hands-on discussions reinforcing the “concrete delivery” aspect of the Forum. Proposed and led by partners and Member States, they will offer an alternative space for humanitarian stakeholders to contribute and thematically complement the core agenda of the event. 
We invite you to submit your proposals for Humanitarian Talks at the EHF 2024 along the following guidelines: focus on specific aspects of the two main themes of the EHF 2024, either by basing the discussion on a specific country example or on topics absent or less present in the main EHF agenda, but still linked to the two main themes.

The Talks will allow to showcase initiatives and discussions driven by partners, Member States and practitioners.
Humanitarian Talks proposals can be suggested by humanitarian stakeholders (NGOs, IOs, research centres, media, etc.), as well as EU Member States, EU institutions, etc. Proposals jointly developed by Partners and Member States would add value to this dimension of the Forum and as such would be preferred.



Format

	
· Strong focus on a specific issue or crisis within the two main themes of the EHF 2024
· 60 minute duration
· Organised primarily as sessions in person, for the participants to the Forum
· Web streamed and recorded
· The format could be a panel, a workshop, a facilitated discussion, Q&A session
· Showcasing a diversity of issues and participants, with strong focus on giving voice and floor to the global south.





Modalities

	Humanitarian Talks proposals should be submitted by 20th October 2023 CoB and sent to our functional mailbox: EU-HUMANITARIAN-TALKS@ec.europa.eu
All proposals must include:
1. Title

2. Short description for the website (max 250 words)


3. Rationale (explanation for the selection of the topic)

4. Key questions addressed in the Talk 

5. Proposed format (panel discussion, Q&A, facilitated discussion, etc.)

6. Partners involved in the organisation of the session

7. Contact person/s for follow up

Humanitarian Talks proposals should generate interest and ensure participation to the session (in addition to overall EHF communication). As far as possible, each proposal should include tentative panellists and, if applicable, moderator(s) for the session and any other useful information.
DG ECHO will collect proposals for Humanitarian Talks. As much as possible, sessions proposed by partners with similar focuses will be merged. 
We strongly encourage you to submit one proposal per Partner. If you wish to participate in the organisation of more than one Humanitarian Talk, we suggest you to join forces with other organisers being in the lead. Proposals put forward by multiple stakeholders / partners, including Member States will be prioritised.  Similarly, proposals generated by field offices or with a high participation of field staff/global south will be prioritised. 
Upon feedback from partners from EHF 2023, the number of Humanitarian Talks is limited to 12 at the EHF 2024.
Selected proposals will benefit from the organisational support and logistics of the European Humanitarian Forum.  Speakers from the field are eligible for the financial support in terms of travel and accommodation costs only if they belong to a group of beneficiaries or a local organisation.
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