
Mapping during emergencies for 

enhanced coordination

MapAction Geo-Surgery



Who is MapAction

UK based NGO established in 2002

80 volunteers and 20 mostly part time staff

Provides GIS (mapping), data support and information 

management to the key decision makers for coordination 

during response

Training and preparedness programmes





Key partners

CSO networks

ADRRN

Regional

The AHA centre, CESDRR and CDEMA

Global

UNOCHA, Unicef, Oxfam, The Start Network



Stand up if you have ever used a map



Stay standing if you use a map at work



Stay standing if you MAKE maps



Tip 1: Always think about the where



GIS and IM themes

ASSESSMENT

• Kobo

• Visualisation

REPORTING AND ADVOCACY

• 345W

• Rosters

GIS/ IM GOVERNANCE RESPONSE

MAPPING

• Base mapping

• Analysis

DATA

• Discovery

• Analysis

• Structure/ Systems



Through

Partnership 
and 
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Training
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Community of 

interest
Response

Case 

studies

Preparedness



Tip 2: CODs and Pcodes make data more 

interoperable



DISCUSSION

MapAction Geo-Surgery



In the next 20 mins, discuss:

What mapping and data challenges do you have?

What were your solutions?

How do you share or spillover those solutions to others

At the end of 20 mins come back with biggest challenge and 
your solution



Tip 3: Map the gaps

Highlight what you don’t know



345W CASE STUDY

MapAction Geo-Surgery



Sri Lanka





Nepal



Tip 4: Use the appropriate tool to answer the 

question?

PowerPoint, Google Earth and full blown GIS are all 

correct if it answers the question in time



COMMUNITY OF INTEREST

MapAction Geo-Surgery



Community of interest

Share experiences and knowledge and case studies

Discussion of topics

Mini training sessions



Community of interest - 2023

5 a year + ADRRN/ RHPW workshop

Case studies

SEEDS

University of Durham

Spillover projects

345W

New – Nepal - DPNET

Continue – Sri Lanka

Mini training

Projects

Community of 

interest

Case 

studies



SOME RESOURCES

MapAction Geo-Surgery



Resources

mapaction.org

maps.mapaction.org

guides.mapaction.org



CONTACT: 

MASIMS@MAPACTION.ORG

MapAction Geo-Surgery

THANK YOU
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