
�

Ex
Sol

�

 
 
Mr. Ch
Distingu
 
On beha
must th
Humani
 
This ma
organiza
 
Followin
Gambell
refugees
1970, liv
building
refugee h
 
Africa's 
million 
overcrow
become 
 
From de
dozen fe
had no m
suffering
could in

High�Lev
ecutive�C
idarity,�Lo

hairman, M
uished Dele

alf of Africa
hank High 
itarian Acti

ay be my la
ation I help

ng medical 
la, in then r
s in 1970, t
ving conditi
g a hospital
health care

 number of
displaced, 

wded camp
 today’s acc

ecades on th
ellow Africa
means to st
g in its afte

n the chaos o

vel�Segme
Committe
ocal�Capa

Ge

Mr. High 
egates, Ladi

an Civil Soc
Commissio
on (AHA) -

ast speech a
ped establish

 training, m
remote wes
today host
ions were a
, but settled

e standards

f refugees h
 their pligh

ps, fragile n
cepted norm

he front lin
ans watche
top the kill

ermath. Thu
of crisis. 

ent�of�the
ee�on�"En
acities�an

in
eneva,�29

 Commiss
ies and Gen

ciety Organ
oner Anton
- thank you

at such an a
h, to retire 

my career st
stern Ethiop
s over 200
adequate an
d for a 36-b
.  

has now ex
ht compou

nutrition sta
ms. 

e, I have m
ed in horro
ling, but we
us Africa H

�
�

e�65th�Ann
hancing�I
d�Human
n�Africa”
9�Septemb

�

sioner, Ho
ntlemen - 

nizations un
nio Guterre
.  

august gath
 after 44 yea

tarted in a c
pia. Numbe
0,000 in th
nd nutrition
bed health c

xceeded 3.5
unded by e
atus, violen

much to shar
or as slaugh
e knew we 

Humanitaria

nual�Sessi
nternatio
nitarian�Ac

ber�2014

onourable 

nderreprese
es and his

hering. I am
ars in disas

camp for So
ers talk: the
he same ar
n not a con
centre; luxu

5 million, w
ever dimini
nce amidst 

re with you
hter swept 
 could take 
an Action w

on�of�UN
onal�Coop
ction�for�

Dr.�Dawit�Z
Africa�Hum

Ministers

ented at suc
 team for 

m stepping 
ster respons

outh Sudan
e camp of le
rea. Genero
ncern. We e
ury by pres

with an add
ishing reso
 token socia

. Twenty ye
Rwanda’s 
 swift actio

was born, d

HCR's�
peration,�
Refugees

Stateme
Zawde,�Pres
manitarian�A

, Excellen

ch gatherin
 inviting A

 down from
se. 

nese refuge
ess than 30
ously funde
even consid
sent day Afr

ditional ove
ources. Ma
al services 

ears ago, I a
green hills

on to help t
doing the be

s�

nt�by��
ident��

Action�

ncies, 

ngs, I 
Africa 

m the 

ees in 
,000 

ed in 
dered 
rican 

er 12 
ssive 
have 

and a 
. We 

those 
est it 



�

�

 
We lear
pursued
African 
intergov
even att
presence
to be pa
effective
 
Twenty 
crisis af
high hum
 
But we h
could ha
 
Take Afr
Liberia’s
resource
sensitiza
in Ebola
 
We coul
still cou
save mo
investm
capacity
professio
ground. 
 
AHA see
displace
capacity
are first
delibera
 
Our pro
detailed
more. Ye
demean
capacity
 
To tack
expende

rned the d
d partnersh

Developm
vernmental 
empted to 
e in New Yo
art of the g
e indigenou

years on, A
fter crisis, f
manitarian 

have much 
ave done m

frica’s latest
s Bahan R
es, weeks b
ation to pre
a’s soaring d

ld have don
uld – educa
ore lives fro
ent to tra

y, it was A
onals and 
  

es no lack 
ement amo
y, local com
t responde

ate.  

oximity to d
d knowledge
et African a
ing when, 

y building.  

kle Africa's 
ed through

disaster alp
hips with th
ment Ban
 bodies, and
create a con
ork, and ar

global huma
us response 

AHA has me
from displa
 standards 

 less to cele
ore to prev

t curse: Ebo
Refugee Ca
before the 
event Ebola
death toll, y

ne more ha
ate wider co
om Ebola. T
in and ma
AHA that 
 other exp

of knowled
ong African

mmunities an
ers, while 

disasters is 
e, cultural 
agencies mu
in these ve

 conflicts 
 peacekeep

phabet: UN
he African 
nk, the 
d fellow NG
ntinental co

re here in G
anitarian fa
 to Africa´s

et its promi
acement to
 while holdi

ebrate after
ent hunger

ola. Amid r
amp. We k

outbreak's 
a transmissi
yet we have

ad our resou
ommunitie
Talking of E
aintain an 

mobilized
perts for th

dge of how
n humanita
nd indigeno
Geneva, N

 vital for e
 sensitivity,
ust wait, loo
ery rooms, 

and displa
ping forces

NHCR to W
Union and
Red Cros

GOs, such a
onsortium.

Geneva, the 
amily and m
s disasters. 

ise. Taking 
o gender vi
ing overhea

r 20 years t
r, disease an

rumours of
know the v
 official co
ion. Bahan 

e seen one E

urces match
s, build iso
Ebola, desp
 African d

d, from its
he African 

w to preven
arian actor
ous agencie

New York a

arly effectiv
, our skills
oking North
 we have lo

acement, va
s and diplo

WFP, WHO
d regional A
ss movem
as IMC; join
 We have E
 humanitar
meet our c
 

 action, aid
iolence, AI
ads well und

than we wo
nd death.  

f Ebola, AH
value of ea
onfirmation
 Refugee Ca

Ebola death

hed our vis
olation stru
pite lacking
disaster pre
s rosters, 
 Union’s E

nt or respon
s. Even wi
es provide e
and nation

ve action. A
s and conta
h for fundin
ong talked 

ast funding
omatic env

O to OCHA
African org

ment, IOM
ned ICVA an
ECOSOC ob
rian capital.
ore objectiv

ding million
DS to Ebol
der 5%.  

ould like. K

HA was alre
arly action

n, AHA beg
amp is in a

h; one.  

sion. We co
uctures, mo
g the repea
eparedness
the first 5

Ebola missi

nd to disea
ith limited 
early warni
nal capitals

As is our lo
acts, langua
ng and stra
 of equal p

g and poli
voys. Surely

A; passion
ganizations
M and o
nd ALNAP;

bserver stat
. We did all
ves: timely

ns of African
la, maintai

Knowing tha

eady workin
n. With lim
gan commu
an area engu

ould have –
obilize staff
atedly reque
s and resp
54 health 
ion already

ase, hunger
 resources 
ng of crises
s in the N

ong experie
ages and m

ategic decisi
partnership

itical capit
y humanita

2�|��

ately 
; the 
other 
; and 
tus, a 
l this 

y and 

ns in 
ining 

at we 

ng in 
mited 
unity 
ulfed 

– and 
f and 
ested 

ponse 
care 

y on 

r and 
 and 
s and 

North 

ence, 
much 
ions; 

p and 

tal is 
arian 



�

�

response
save live
 
African 
Partners
outlay, b
to indep
train or 
 
Across 
engagem
response
African l
 
Capacity
neglect, 
African 
operatio
sustaina
 
Politics r
organisa
local lab
 
It is in 
African 
North en
even by 
engagem
 
Where i
UNHCR
African 
continen
 
This nee
Let us st
 
I thank y
�
�

e should b
es and start

agencies 
ships have 
but without
pendently fo
 prepare for

Africa's h
ment, even 
e to Africa'
leadership,

y building 
 and traini
agencies la

onal skills, 
able institut

remains th
ations dom
bour yet allo

 the intern
agencies th
ndorse Afri
 the UNHC

ment, and in

is the mea
R, donors an

agencies c
nt's crises.  

eds no furth
top talking.

you for you

e, must be
t the way to

have little
 largely me
t great effo
orecast, pla
r coming di

humanitaria
of simple r
's humanita
, participati

shares mu
ing options
ack technic
is false. Th

tions.  

e over-ridin
minate eme
owing few r

national com
hat react fa
ican-driven

CR, Mr. Hig
nitiatives su

aningful en
nd African 
create the 
 

her debate 
. What is ne

ur time. 

, an equall
 recovery.  

e to show 
eant sub-co
rts to enab

an or imple
isasters.  

an landsca
respect for 
arian conce
ion and eng

ch the sam
s so basic t
cal expertis
here is nev

ng problem
rgency resp

resources to

mmunity's 
aster, do m
n solutions t
gh Commiss
uch as Oslo

ngagement 
governmen
capacity t

 but a dram
eeded is com

ly importan
 

 for repea
ntracted de

ble or empo
ement, unab

ape is a 
 indigenous
erns will ev
gagement, i

me fate, wit
they make 

se, requirin
ver enough

m, from polit
ponse; dom
o remain in

 self-intere
ore, cost le
to conflict a
sioner, desp

o and recent

and suppo
nts? Only w
to become 

matic chang
mmitment,

nt third pil

ated effort
elivery of m

ower. Africa
ble to camp

crisis of 
s agencies. 
ver take roo
including ci

th overhead
 no real di

ng only mis
h support to

tically-driv
minate des

n Africa. 

st to have 
ess and sav
and poverty
pite its poli
tly on local 

ort of Afric
with real eng

 the princi

e in attitud
 is investm

lar to addr

ts to forge
menial task
an agencies
paign, fund

genuine p
 No meanin
ot unless gr
ivil society.

d costs ine
ifference. T
serly subsid
o develop a

en conflicts
spite depen

 enabled a
ve more live
y. But little 
icy to prior
 capacity bu

can agencie
gagement a
ipal actors

de, strategy 
ent, is actio

ress dire ne

e partnersh
ks with min
s remain un
draise, resea

partnership
ngful, susta
rounded in
 

equality, be
The notion 
dies to imp
as indepen

s to how for
nding on ch

and empow
es. Many in
 has been d

ritize local N
uilding. 

es from w
and support
s tackling 

y and object
on. 

3�|��

eeds, 

hips. 
nimal 
nable 
arch, 

p, of 
ained 
n real 

enign 
 that 

prove 
ndent 

reign 
heap 

wered 
n the 
done, 
NGO 

within 
t can 
their 

tives. 


